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Copyright existed in England as Common Law, but its
scope was vague and uncertain and the remedies available
for infringement were unsatisfactory.    Statutory copyright
was given for the first time by the Copyright Act, 1709
(8 Anne c. 21); the copyright period under this Act was 14
years, which could be extended for a further 14. The curious
will find the earlier law discussed in the great case of Miller
v. Taylor (1769) which was decided in the King's Bench
when Lord Mansfield was Lord Chief Justice of England.
The case is reported in 4 Burrow's Reports, 2303, and one of
the Judges began his judgment with a long and elaborate
eulogy of literature, which seems to have greatly impressed
the reporter, for the report then continues: "After this very
decent preface, he (the Judge) spoke for near two hours, "
discussing the legal issues involved in the case; but beyond
stating   the   decision   at   which   the   Judge   arrived,   the
reporter gives no further details of the judgment itself.   The
Act of Anne was followed by the Copyright Act, 1842 ; and
it was during the debates on this bill that Macaulay made
one of his most famous speeches.    This Act gave copyright
in books for a period of 42 years from the date of publica-
tion or for the life of the author and seven years afterwards,
whichever was the longer period; or, in the case of books
first published after the author's death, for 42 years from the
date of publication.   Later Acts gave protection to engrav-
ings, sculpture, musical works, dramatic performances, and
artistic works and photographs.   The provisions of all these
Acts (with one insignificant exception) are now repealed by
the Copyright Act, 1911, which came into force in the follow-
ing year, and which now contains the whole law relating to
copyright, including copyright in unpublished works.
The Indian Law of Copyright is now for all practical
purposes to be found in the British Copyright Act of 1911,
which extended to all British possessions, though in countries
outside the United Kingdom it did not come into force until
it was either enacted by the local Legislature or was declared
to have come into force by the Local Government. The
whole Act came into force in India in October, 1912, with
the exception of three sections which the Act itself declares
to be applicable to the United Kingdom only. A later Indian